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“Your children are not your children.
They are the sons and daughters of Life's longing for itself.
They come through you but not from you,
And though they are with you, yet they belong not to you.”

-By Khalil Gibran - "On Children" (from The Prophet, 1923)
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The Invisible Wall

Taksheel Samaddar
[Age: 17, Class: XII, School: Purushottam Bhagchandka Academic School (PBAS)]

Some walls are not built. They appear.

It was during recess when Ayan collided with the wall. Quite literally. One moment he
was sprinting across the school field, breathless with excitement, his eyes fixed on the
soaring football. The next, he was abruptly halted—his face smacking against an
unseen, unyielding barrier.

His friends burst into laughter, thinking he had simply tripped on the uneven grass. But
when they approached to tease him, their amusement faded. There was something
there. An invisible wall. Perfectly smooth. Icy to the touch. Absolutely real. Yet utterly
invisible.

They tapped on it. They pressed their palms against it. They pounded their fists in
disbelief. It did not move.

Within minutes, the rumour spread like wildfire. Students gathered around in
fascinated confusion, their voices buzzing with wild theories. Some claimed it was a
prank; others whispered it was a government experiment gone wrong. Teachers tried
to brush it off as collective imagination, but the wall remained.

Strangely, some students could pass through it without the slightest resistance—
walking across the space as though the barrier never existed. But others—like Ayan—
hit the invisible blockade as though they had struck solid glass.

It didn’t make sense. At first, they thought it was random. But Ayan noticed something
no one else did.

The students who passed through were the quiet ones. The unnoticed ones. The kind-
hearted ones who lingered behind to help clean the classroom, who returned
forgotten water bottles, who sat alone without complaint.

The ones who couldn’t cross—their names were louder. They were the ones who
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laughed at others’ mistakes, who ignored the ones who struggled, who forgot to see
the people standing on the edges.

Ayan was one of them. He was not cruel. He had simply never cared enough to notice.
He had walked past people in need. He had looked away when someone cried.

The wall, he realised, was no prank. It was a silent judgement. The barrier wasn’t
physical. It was moral.

Over the following days, something within Ayan began to shift. He slowed down. He
began to offer help, to listen, to speak to the ones no one noticed. He shared his lunch.
He returned kindness without expecting applause. And perhaps, for the first time, he
truly saw the people around him.

Then, one overcast afternoon, as the grey clouds loomed low over the playground, he
approached the wall again.

This time, his feet did not halt. His palm did not meet resistance. He walked through.
He turned around in astonishment. On the other side, his best friend still pressed his
hands against the cold, unseen surface—trapped, as Ayan once had been.

The wall had not vanished for everyone. It never does.

Some walls persist—not around us, but within us. And they fall, not when we push, but
when we choose to change.

AFI-(MI1. 6
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17 YEARS B’DAY

Sayanti Bhowmick

[Age- 17, Class — XII, School — Autpur National Model H.S. School]

The wishes are the

blessings

The sweet memories are

coming

The gentle reminder from me

That without you I will never be me
Every wish is beautiful

as the colour of the ocean

But the smell and hopes are still hanging,
with your portion...

The part of 16 years of me

will always love you

But, the 17 years of me will never allow you.

I wish you to see again, in my seven-‘teen’

But the wounds still remain!!

A
/
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Name - Shruti Debnath

Age — 6 years

Grade - II

School - Harinavi D.V.A.S. High School

Name — Rishab Shee

Age-9

Grade - III

School — Khalsa Model Senior Secondary School
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Name - Briti Debnath

Age — 6 years

Grade - II

School - Harinavi D.V.A.S. High School

Name - Pratyusha Maji

Age — 8 years

Grade - III

School - St. John’s Academy
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Name - Payel Kundu

Age - 12

Class - VI

School - Uttar Garifa Pallimangal High School

Name - Soumyadip Raha

Age -11

Class - VI

School — Naihati Narendra Vidyaniketan
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Name - Sohon Kundu

Age -15

Class - IX

School - Uttar Garifa Pallimangal High School

Name - Shruti Karmakar
Age - 10

Class -V

School — Naihati Katyayani Girls’ High School
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Name - Sara Biswas

Age -6

Class -1

School — Mount Zion School
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The Lost Friendship

Sayanti bhowmick
[Age: 17, Class: XII, School: Autpur National Model H.S. School]

5 years later, I got in contact with my childhood friend, and it
felt like pure magic - a wave of feelings, nostalgia, the golden
bunch of memories, and the joyful nature we used to share. We
are sharing it all again, and I never thought we would be the
same as we were 5 years ago. We almost didn't recognize each
other-that's how long the time had been-yet it couldn't even
scratch our friendship a bit.

I've seen people break friendships and relationships because of
lack of communication, but I realized separation was never
meant for us. We were so happy and excited that my 8-year-old
self could never have felt this much satisfaction, not even by
getting new clothes or soft toys.

We are both lost in the memories and nostalgia we can't get
back, yet we are blessed that we found our way back to each
other in every possible way. Now I understand why people say,
"Khud ko dhoondhne ke liye apne purane dost ko dhoond na
padta hai!"
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S ™
About "am—m '

"QFI-(AI" is an initiative and endeavour taken by Activism Foundation for Social Research and
Action with a purpose to re-examine childhood through creativity, innovation, conversation and
artistic expression. Our e - Magazine "a%I-(ArdI" has started its journey on 19th march, 2022 on
the foundation day of Activism. Since day one, we are keen to understand, examine, feel, and re-
think those aspects which are internalized with childhood in dynamic forms, either in a creative-
unconventional way or through spontaneous manifestation in “Moner Janala” . We are
enthusiastic to interact with students, to encourage them to be the part of their own creativity,
to be more expressive about their thoughts and imagination and obviously to be more loud about
their experiences whether it is good or bad. "a&I-&@I" want to synchronize with the innocence
of children with more compassion, tenderness and endurance to understand the emotional and
empathetic ground of a child especially their likes and dislikes, joy and sorrow, their interests
and opinions and so on. We are optimistic that the little souls will able to discover their own
\treasures in their creative journey with the help of "ar-r@" in near future.
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Guidelines e

W3
You may send any writevp/drawing/meme as per guidelines given Q)
below

¢ Children can submit writings up to the age of 19 years.

e Contents should be original and un-published.

e Write ups are only accepted in Bengali and English langvage.

* Content creator can hide their identity in "Moner janla" section.

¢ The consent form that we will provide must be attached to the content.
Without consent form content will not be accepted.

¢ Apassport size photograph of content creator must be attached with
content.

 Contents regarding any religion, Violence, Communal issves will not be

accepted.
¥ 3 ®Contact for content submission
& S - 8777895829
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